
Humanities Washington is offering  
$25,000 and more to produce Prime  
Time Family Reading programs! 
In response to pandemic learning loss, Prime Time Family 
Reading—an innovative reading and discussion program— 
is expanding throughout the state. This means financial support 
and resources to hold Prime Time series in your community.

Prime Time Family Reading helps families dig deeper into the 
big ideas in children’s literature, inspiring them to read, connect, 
discuss, and learn together. In doing so, Prime Time enhances 
family engagement and builds a foundation for a lifelong love  
of reading.

Family Engagement
Prime Time aligns with 4 of the 8 core competencies of family 
engagement outlined by the National Association for Family, 
School, and Community Engagement:

 �Fostering Community Partnerships for Learning and  
Family Wellbeing
 �Co-Constructing Learning Opportunities with Families
 �Linking Family and Community Engagement to Learning  
and Development
 �Taking Part in Lifelong Learning

Promote Family 
Engagement

What is Prime Time?
 �A fun, six-week reading program 
for children and their families

 �A solution to pandemic-related 
learning loss

 � Proven to boost literacy

 � Promotes faily engagement

 �Helps families become regular 
library users 

 � Servies English- and Spanish-
speaking families

 PRIME TIME serves families with 
elementary-school-aged 
children who may be 
struggling with reading. 

During six, weekly sessions held  
in the evenings in-person or online, 
between 15 and 25 families read 
stories together with a storyteller 
and discussion leader, and then 
talk about big ideas and how they 
connect to weekly themes, such  
as compassion, truth, justice,  
and empathy. 

“Prime Time Family Reading is one of the most engaging 

programs we offer. The partnerships we have forged with local 

schools is invaluable and the families served always show 

enthusiasm for reading after attending.” 

 — MELANIE BOERNER, SPOKANE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT

PRIME TIME  
FAMILY READING



Prime Time is a proven success.  
In surveys of participating families,  
an incredible:  

 �95% increased the amount of time they read together 

 �93% experienced a positive change in their attitudes  
toward reading 

 �97% are now more likely to use library services 

Eligible Hosts:
 �Public libraries, schools, museums, family resource centers,  
and other eligible organizations

What Hosts Receive:
 �Full financial support so they can manage all aspects  
of their Prime Time series. 

 �Full Series Support — $25,000 to produce three  
Prime Time Series. 

 �Online Series Support — $10,000 to produce two  
online Prime Time series.   

 �Single Series Support — $8,300 for the completion  
of a single series.   

 �Team member training. 

 �Access to curriculum materials. 

 �Access to experienced Humanities Washington staff. 

Prime Time Family Reading Time was developed by the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities. Prime Time is made possible with support from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, The State of Washington via the Office of the Secretary of State, The Washington State Library, The Discuren Charitable 
Foundation, The Fordham Street Foundation, The Bamford Foundation, The BNSF Railway Foundation, The Norman Raab Foundation, D.V. and Ida McEachern 
Charitable Trust, The Stocker Foundation, The Helen Martha Schiff Foundation, The Allison Foundation, and other businesses, foundations, and individuals.

BRING A LOVE 
OF READING  

TO CHILDREN  
IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY!

We are now accepting applications to host Prime Time  
series between now and the fall of 2024! 
Go to Humanities.org/host-prime-time for more or contact primetime@humanities.org.

 �Applications are due June 30, 2023.


